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Settling for the Securities 


Alarmed by the false reports of the Promised Land brought 
by the ten craven spies, the Israelites wept to return to Egypt. 
But it may be suspected that their motive was not one of fear 
only. They remembered also the comforts of the land of their 
bondage—fish, melons, leeks—the ‘’fleshpots of Egypt,” the 
symbol of all men’s willingness to settle into the securities and 
indulgences of this life, rather than endure the hardships that 
attend the pilgrimage of the spirit. God was trying to lead 
them on to his own glorious purposes for them-—and they 
whimpered for cucumbers and garlic! ‘Every temptation to 
abandon prayer has intertwined in it, root and vine, the desire 
to do what gratifies us, rather than to become what God seeks 
to make of us. We never get far in the life of prayer until we 
recognize the essential sinfulness of this yielding to the temp- 
tation to give up—its intention to do what pleases us first. 


—JOHN L. CASTEEL in A Pilgrimage in Prayer for the Universal Week of Prayer, 
National Council of Churches. 











Letters to the Editors 





Reader Says Crucial Issues Are Faced 





Dealing with “War” 


To THE OUTL : 


In your December 12 issue a reader asks 
why THE OUTLOOK does not make more 
mention of war, militarism, and conscrip- 
tion. May we refer him to your excellent 
coverage of the activities of the Citizens’ 
Councils in Mississippi? If the activities 
of this group do not smack of “war, mili- 
tarism, and conscription,” what does? In- 
dividuals, communities, and apparently a 
presbytery are being “enlisted” by this 
group to preserve the status quo. And 
Christians—even some Anglo-Saxon Chris- 
tians—are being crucified in the process. 

We commend Tuer OvrtLook for placing 
emphasis where it should be. Until we 
heal our own wounds in the South, how 
can we authoritatively speak about the 
wounds of the world? 
Welsh, La. 


Fears for Church 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


QUENTON PAYNE. 


If the facts as recorded in the December 
12 issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK con- 
cerning the action of Central Mississippi 
in dissolving the pastoral relationship be- 
tween the Rev. Marsh Callaway and the 
congregation of the Durant Church are 
essentially true I am greatly distressed. 

I fear for the spiritual health of our 
church if and when the time comes that a 
minister is required to preach only what 
his members want to hear. This does not 
seem to be what Christ by his example 
taught. 

How can a minister be true to his pres- 
bytery vows to preach Christ faithfully if 
he is denied the right to emphasize the 
implications of Christ’s gospel? 

I covet for each of our ministers the 
right to proclaim boldly the gospel of 
Christ without fear of reprisal on the part 
of his Christian brethren. 

Lewisburg, W. Va. Rorert T. Corr. 


(1) The Fundamentals 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


What prompted the writing and publica- 
tion of the article by Dr. Charles F. Wis- 
hart in the December 5 issue of your 
paper? Is it necessary to thresh the old 
straw of controversies twenty-five years 
old? What is there in the present that 
makes such a presentation apropos? 

In connection with the article I would 
like to suggest that Dr. Wishart reread 
The Fundamentals to discover whether he 
should say that they received a “devastat- 
ing reply.” I would also suggest that he 
read Walter Marshall Horton’s chapter in 
Protestant Thought in the Twentieth Cen- 
tury to discover a neutral observer’s esti- 
mate of the liberal and conservative posi- 
tion in the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
especially in the estimate of Mr. Machen. 
I would also suggest that he read a trans- 
cript of the Scopes trial to discover wheth- 
er Mr. Darrow made Mr. Bryan look 
foolish in anything. If anyone should have 
been humilitated it should have been the 
church leaders whose utterances provided 
the vehicles by which the brilliant agnostic 
scoffer conveyed his agnostic scoffing. Or 
it should have been the church leaders who 


failed to rally around the champion of the 
Scriptures to aid him in interpreting the 
church’s concept of the Scriptures. 

By the way, how many contemporary 
preachers have actually read The Funda- 
mentals? Dothey know they were written 
by such men as Robert E. Speer, Bishop 
Ryle, J. Campbell Morgan, Bishop Moule, 
George Frederick Wright, George L. Rob- 
inson, Wm. G. Moorehead, M. G. Kyle, E. 
Y. Mullins? Scarcely the type of men to 
be “devastated” by “a brilliant young 
Baptist preacher ministering in the First 
Presbyterian Church of New York.” 
Frankfort, Ky. H. GLENN STEPHENS. 


(2) Wishart Reply 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Of the nine men whom Mr. Stephens 
quotes in his last paragraph, five were 
beloved personal friends with whose views 
I broadly agreed. They did not always 
agree with each other, especially in Escha- 
tology, but they were tolerant, ironic men 
who could have fellowship in spite of 
divergent views. For this very reason the 
real “Fighting Fundamentalists” opposed 
the election of Dr. Erdman, another con- 
tributor to “The Fundamentals,” as Mod- 
erator. For this reason they bitterly criti- 
cized the beloved Dr. Speer. 

What men like Dr. Machen wanted was 
a rigidly-defined, exclusive creed to which 
all must conform—else, no fellowship. 

As to the propriety of recalling an in- 
teresting episode in church history, or the 
correctness of the views expressed, we can 
be grateful that we live in a country where 
various points of view are still permis- 
sible. Mark Twain said, “Differences of 
opinion make horse races.” They also 
make good Americans and very good Pres- 
byterians. 


Wooster, Ohio. CHARLES F.. WISHART. 


(1) Dabbs’ Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I think the article “The Wicked Flee” 
(OuTLOoK, Nov. 14), by James McBride 
Dabbs was unfair to the people of the 
South and misleading in fact. 

First, I want to state that the majority 
of Southern people have nothing to be 
ashamed of, or afraid of, in their past 
dealings with the Negro race. As to the 
statement by Mr. Dabbs in his ironical 
undertaking to speak the sentiment of the 
Southern people, I quote: “We went to 
great expense to have them captured and 
transported thousands of miles so that 
we might share with them the benefits of 
civilization and of the Christian religion; 
and then we took care of them by means 
of a ‘peculiar institution’ slavery.” 

The Southern people were not respon- 
sible for the Negro being brought to this 
country; neither were they responsible 
for his transplanting in the South. If Mr. 
Dabbs will read history he will find that 
the Negro was brought from Africa by 
Northern slave traders and sold to South- 
ern planters because this was the most 
available market for them. Then the 
Northern agitators brought on the Civil 
War by slandering the Southern people. 

As to his ironical statements as to what 
the South has done for the Negro, I will 
say that he has advanced to where he is 


today mainly through the help of the 
Southern people. 

The South was left prostrate after the 
Civil War with the additional burden of 
the freed slaves, who were equipped 
neither by education nor economic ad- 
vantages properly to adjust themselves to 
a civilized society. They were given em- 
ployment by the Southern people, fur- 
nished schools by the white taxpayers and 
aided in many other ways to accomplish 
advancement and progress to the present 
time. 

There are no Southern people that I 
ean recall who feel they have committed 
any sin in this respect, or feel any fear 
of retribution for their past actions con- 
cerning the Negro race. The Southern 
people have always been friends of the 
Negro, and they have lived with them and 
shared their hardships and adversities, 
and there are no people on earth who 
better understand them. 

The South understands the Negro and 
they understand each other, they have had 
fair treatment, they were free to improve 
their condition, educationally and econom- 
ically, which they have done to a great 
degree. They have equal treatment under 
the law, and their educational facilities 
have been and are still being equalized. 
They have the same opportunities as the 
white people of the South to improve their 
condition in every respect. 

Southern people are willing to give the 
Negro every right under the law, which 
is all the U.S. Constitution demands, but 
they are not willing to give them social 
equality, and the efforts to this end now 
being made by outside agitators will only 
result in disrupting the friendly relations 
of both races. 

As far as the church is concerned, I 
think those that are favoring integration 
of the races in the churches will only 
cause loss of prestige, especially in the 
South. 


Emporia, Va. WaAtter F. Forp. 


(2) Dabbs’ Reply 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The letter written by Walter F. Ford 
of Emporia, Va., (next column) deals with 
an article of mine (OUTLOOK, Nov. 14). I 
should like to answer this letter briefly. 

First, I am grateful to Mr. Ford for his 
urbane spirit. He and I may disagree, but 
at least we can disagree in good temper. 

Second, I cannot follow Mr. Ford in his 
contention that the Southern planters were 
not responsible for slavery in the South. 
Granted that Yankee tradesmen sold the 
slaves, we bought them, and nobody made 
us do it. We don’t have even the excuse 
Adam had for eating the apple. 

Third, and in general, I think Mr. Ford 
accepts with too little question the South- 
ern white man’s position that we have 
taken good care of the Negro. Undoubted- 
ly, there have been personal friendships 
between Negroes and whites, but generally 
speaking the whites have treated the Ne- 
groes as property to be used. Also in this 
connection, Mr. Ford should not expect 
the average white Southerner to admit 
that he has sinned in regard to the Negro. 
We hide these things even from ourselves. 
If we admitted them, we should have to 
stop them, or at least try to stop them. 

Finally, as to Mr. Ford’s statement that 
integration in the churches will cause 
loss of prestige, exactly what does Mr. 
Ford mean? And, more importantly, what 
has the church of Jesus Christ to do with 
prestige, its founder a malefactor, hanged 
between criminals? 


Mayesville, S. C. J. M. Dabss. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Buck Hill Falls 


Crisis Results from 
Churches in Retreat 


American home mission leaders were 
told in their annual meeting in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa., that the churches are not 
“effectively at work in the heart areas of 
our changing cities.” 

Protestant churches have disappeared 
from the “inner areas” of cities at an 
‘alarming rate,” studies showed. 

These leaders also were told that the 
community is out-pacing the churches in 
the fight for racial integration. 


Facism Revival 


Eugene Carson Blake also told the 
gathering that the “sharpest ideological 
challenge” facing Protestant churches 
today is “the revival of a white Protes- 
tant facism”’ based on racism. 

As an example, Dr. Blake pointed to 
“the kind of pressure the White Citizens 
Council is exerting on our brethren in the 
South, which places their lives in jeo- 
pardy if they protest being thrown off the 
voting rolls.” 

Protestantism, he said, must recognize 
the true nature of its competitors or it 
will lose out in the struggle for the hearts 
and minds of the American people. 

Harold E. Fey of The Christian Cen- 
tury sounded a similar note as he likened 
the rise of the White Citizens Councils 
in Mississippi to the growth of Nazism 
in Germany. 

These councils, he said, “have silenced 
their critics in the churches. They are 
using their control of the banks to deny 
credit to their opponents. They cut off 
merchants from their sources of sup- 
plies. . . . They are carrying on a syste- 
matic and generally successful campaign 
to drive out of the state those who dis- 
agree, one by one or family by family.” 

He proposed that “missions of under- 
standing and reconcilitation” be sent to 
Mississippi and other areas of need. “We 
send such missions to Russia,” he de- 
clared, why not to Massissippi?” 

Home mission leaders in the National 
Council meeting heard a challenge that 
Protestantism must erect 105,000 new 
churches between 1950 and 1975 at a 
cost of nearly $8,000,000,000 to keep 
pace with the country’s spiritual needs. 
Williard M. Wickizer, Disciples of Christ 
official, made the estimate, along with one 
calling for four times the present number 
of ministerial recruits. 


here 


un 


Y 4 ; —- 
Blake Reports on Visit to North 


New York (RNS)—Eugene Carson 
Blake, president of the National Council 
of Churches, reported on his return from 
an 11-day, 6,100-mile Christmas mission 
to American servicemen at seven bases in 
Newfoundland, Labrador and Greenland 
that “morale is high” among our troops 
in these ice-bound areas. 

“T found that the message of the gos- 
pel is welcomed just as warmly in sub- 
zero Greenland, where they face five 
months of constant darkness, as it is here 
in the United States,” he said. 

Dr. Blake said that in Thule, Green- 
land, only 800 miles from the North Pole 
and one of the world’s northernmcst per- 
manent settlements, the little 400-seat 
chapel was filled to overflowing at each 
service during his visit with more than 
500 men in attendance. 

“At remote outposts, such as Camp 
Tuto which is only two miles from the 
Polar ice cap and where a picked unit is 
carrying out experimental work to de- 
velop transportation that will withstand 
the rigors of Arctic surfaces and weath- 
er,”’ he said, ‘more than 100 men crowd- 
ed the services and afterwards wrote mes- 


sages for me to send to their families in 
the States.” 

The Protestant leader was flown from 
McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey 
to the northern bases and back by Lieut. 
Gen. Glenn O. Barcus, commander of 
the Northeast Air Command which has 
its headquarters at Pepperrell, New- 
foundland. 


“High-Water Mark” 

Chaplain (Col.) John R. Fellows of 
the Northeast Air Command lauded Dr. 
Blake’s services to the troops in the ice- 
bound North as “the high-water mark” 
of the Command’s 1955 Christmas. 

“He brought to our officers and men an 
enthusiasm for his mission which match- 
ed the need of his listeners,’ Chaplain 
Fellows said, ‘‘and he gave them unstint- 
ingly a message of joy and hope. 

“With patient attention to the spiritual 
hunger of lonely men at Christmastide, he 
fed them on the bread of life, on belief 
and faith in the power of Christ to over- 
come all obstacles and the darkness of the 
world in this age of tensions and fear. It 


was a pleasure and a blessing to have him 
with us.” 


YONAN CODEX CLAIMS CHALLENGED 


LouIsvILLE, Ky. (rNs)—Biblical 
scholars here challenged claims as to the 
age and importance of the Yonan Codex, 
described in some quarters as “Christen- 
dom’s most precious document.” 

They expressed doubt that the manu- 
script is 1600 years old, that it is the 
oldest known copy of the New Testament 
and that it was written in the language 
Christ spoke. These are the claims of 
some scholars and archeologists and the 
Aramaic Bible Foundation of Washing- 
ton, D. C., which is sponsoring a nation- 
wide tour of the Codex. 

The challenge to the manuscript came 
in the early part of its tour during a spe- 
cial showing at Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary here. 


Chamberlain Challenge 

Spearheading the challenge was Wil- 
liam Douglass Chamberlain, professor of 
New Testament at Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary. 

For more than an hour after he rose to 
ask critical questions about the Codex, 
seminary professors and students debated 
with two clergymen who are accompany- 
ing the volume on its tour. 


After public announcement of the docu- 
ment’s appearance in Kentucky, Dr. 
Chamberlain said he and William H. 
Morton, professor of archaeology at the 
Baptist seminary, consulted three of the 
most eminent Biblical scholars in Amer- 
ica about the Codex. Foremost of these, 
Dr. Chamberlain said, was William Fox- 
well Albright, professor of semitics at 
Johns Hopkins University. He was de- 
scribed by Dr. Chamberlain as_ the 
“giant” in that field. 

Dr. Albright wired: 

“Yonan manuscript . . . old but not 
unique. Claims grossly exaggerated.” 

One of the other scholars, Dr. Cham- 
berlain reported, expressed doubt on the 
claims made for the Codex and estimated 
its origin as sixth century. The third 
scholar said, ‘“‘The age reputed to be as- 
signed to this manuscript is likely to be 
a mistake.”’ 

Both these men declined to be identi- 
fied. 

Dr. Chamberlain threw the showing 
into a scholars’ turmoil when he got up 
and said, “I think I saw the same manu- 
script 25 years ago. 

“Tt was owned at that time by Dr. 











U. T. S. (Va.) FELLOWSHIPS—Seven senicrs at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia have 


been awarded fellowships providing an additional year of study. 


Shown above, they are 


(left to right): Standing: Wayne P. Todd, Miami, Fla., (Johnson Fellowship); Robt. N. Wat- 

kins, Jr., Dallas, Texas (Alsop and Howerton); Holmes Rolston, 3d, Richmond, Va. (W. W. 

Moore). Seated: Scott McCormick, Jr., Huntington, W. Va. (Hoge); Samuel R. Hope, Fayette- 

ville, N. C. (Salem); James A. Payne, Jr.,, Front Royal, Va. (Perkins); J. Harris Stephens, 
Roanoke, Va. (Carpenter). 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: William 
B. Oglesby, Union Seminary (Va.) faculty, 
and William B. Ward, Grace Covenant church, 
Richmond, Va. 


SUICIDE 


Is there pardon for self-murder? 


Warp: I would begin by saying that 
it is a dangerous thing for us to try to 
decide in any particular case who is saved 
and who is lost, whom God pardons and 
whom He does not. Rather we should 
leave it up to God who alone knows the 
full life and heart of every man. This 
is true of a man who has committed self- 
murder or suicide. It may well be that 
the man was not mentally well when he 
took his own life and, therefore, not 
completely responsible for his action. It 
may be that this person who took his 
own life was so confused by some problem 
which seemed to him insoluble that he 
honestly came to believe it was God’s 
will for him to take his own life. We 
would know that he was mistaken, but on 
his part it may have been an honest 
mistake. But even if a person were in 
complete control of his faculties I do not 
believe we should limit God’s mercy in 
such an instance. Though the man may 
not have had time to repent at that mo- 
ment, if he died instantly, God’s mercy 
can see extenuating factors that we do 
not always see. I would prefer to leave 
it all in the hands of a merciful God. 
Our part should be to do our best to 
teach all men that it is not God’s will 
for us to take any life, even our own, and 


4 


to try to remove from our society those 
factors that lead to murder and suicide. 

OGLesBy: What vou are saying is that 
none of us is really in a position to judge. 
That this is God’s position only, and not 
our own. 

Warp: That is it. I think we cer- 
tainly should teach people that it is wrong 
to take our own lives. God gave us life; 
we cannot create it; we can only pass it 
on from generation to generation. Life 
is God's. But on the other hand, in any 
particular case, I do not believe we should 
judge, but leave it up to God, who alone 
knows the mind and heart of every man. 


THE GOOD SUFFER 
Why do so many Christian people 
seem to be in so much trial and trouble 
in their lives while many who are not 
Christians seem to get through rela- 
tively easy? 

OcLEsBy: I suppose this is the oldest 
question that has vexed men who have 
tried to live right. It is dealt with in 
the book of Job. It is the question Jere- 
miah raises as he looks around and sees 
people who are certainly making light of 
God’s way, but apparently doing fine. 
The answer that comes to us in the Scrip- 
ture is that actually people who are not 
Christian, though they seem to be getting 
by relatively easy, are not getting 
by easy at all; that in their heart there 
is uneasiness and restlessness and strug- 
gle. On the other hand, those who are 
in fact Christian and who experience 
distress, are secure in the faith that God 
is always working things for good to 
those who love him, and that those things 
that look to us like affliction and trouble 


Isaac Yonan,.a graduate of our seminary 
who, I believe, is an uncle of your 
Yonan.” 

The manuscript gets its name from 
Norman M. Yonan, an Iranian rug im- 
porter, who brought it to the United 
States when he immigrated here 25 years 
ago. He said it had been in his family 
900 vears. 

Dr. Chamberlain said the Codex pres- 
ently on tour resembled in every feature 
the one owned by Isaac Yonan, ‘who 
identified it as a 12th century manu- 
script.” 

William B. Adams, Baptist minister 
in Washington and president of the 
Aramaic Bible Foundation, acknowledged 
“that would be a possibility.” 

Dr. Chamberlain and Dr. Morton said 
there are at least two Old Syriac manu- 
scripts older than the Codex. These, they 
said, are known as the Curetonian and 
the Lewis translated from Greek about 
170 A.D. 

In challenging the claim that the Codex 
was written in the language Christ spoke, 
the two scholars declared that the dialect 
was Peshitta Aramaic. They said Christ 
spoke in Palestinian Aramaic, another 
dialect. 


“Official’’ Send-Off 

Vice-President Richard M. Nixon gave 
an official send-off to the volume in cere- 
monies in front of the capitol in Novem- 
ber. Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel, president 
of United Church Women, fastened a 
cross of white carnations to the front 
of the bus. 

The Disabled American Veterans Serv- 
ice Foundation is sponsoring the tour. 
A DAV spokesman said the organization 
hopes to raise $300,000 to purchase the 
Codex from Mr. Yonan and present it 
to the Library of Congress. 

The Society of Biblical Literature and 
Exegesis, stepping into the debate, said 
there are about 300 similar manuscripts 
in libraries, some of them older than the 
Yonan document. 

In a resolution adopted unanimously at 
its annual meeting, the Society said it 
“wishes to go on record as opposing some 
of the publicity attending the efforts cur- 
rently being made to raise by popular 
subscription $1,500,000 for purchase of 
the so-called Yonan Codex.” 

Owners of the document retorted that 
the objectors were merely ‘disgruntled 
persons undertaking to thwart the work 
of the Aramaic Bible Foundation.” 





and trial are the experiences of life which 
give us a new awareness of God’s 
strength. As Paul said in II Corinthians 
12, just at the time he was weakest, he 
found the strength of God. God never 
promises us that our life will be an easy 
one. What he does promise is the strength 
to meet every situation through Christ 
who continually infuses us with strength. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE YEAR IN RELIGION 


‘Review Is Hopeful About 


State of Religion in USA 


WINFRED E. 


Whether or not Americans are more 
religious now than in past years within 
the memory of living men could be de- 
termined only by a deeper analysis than 
is possible in a brief annual survey. 

Certainly we are in an era in which 
religion has a better press and more re- 
spectful recognition by the secular world 
and the churches make a better showing 
in membership and financial statistics. 
An optimistic observer, whether Chris- 
tian or Jew, can also see some ground for 
believing that America is making some 
real progress in both faith and works. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered 1947 
and after, attracted wider attention with 
the publication of translations and studies 
of these second century B.C. manuscripts 
and the finding of more of them. No 
previous archeological find ever stirred 
such excitement in the religious field. An 
issue of the New Yorker (May 14), con- 
taining an article by Edmund Wilson 
which almost filled it, was immediately 
sold out. 

A sensational feature of the Scrolls is 
the light they throw on the thought and 
practices of the Jewish sect of Essenes. 
To some this seemed to discredit the 
originality of the teaching of Jesus, but 
the most competent scholars have shown 
that Christians have no reason for alarm. 


School Problem 


The Supreme Court’s ruling against 
racial segregation in public schools 
forced the churches to face an issue with 
which they have long dallied. For them 
it is a moral and religious problem, not 
a legal one, and of course it is also a 
question of local customs and social pres- 
sures, as moral problems often are. 

The churches, north and south, have 
gone further in expressing favorable sen- 
timents toward non-segregation than in 
practicing it. Many southern groups 
have acted to abolish the color line in 
churches.t These include Baptist, Meth- 
odists, Congregationalists and Roman 
Catholics, and some interdenominational 
organizations. The laity seem generally 
favorable, but there is some organized 
opposition. 

A study of 405 white churches which 
had voted to admit Negroes showed that 
only 26 of their 237,000 members with- 





*University of Houston 

#NOTE—Dr. Garrison's omission of any 
Presbyterian reference here raises a ques- 
tion as to the scope or accuracy of the 
sources of his information—Eb1Tors. 
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drew for that reason. Negro leaders do 
not expect or desire a mass movement of 
Negroes into white churches. 

In St. Louis, a border city with liberal 
sentiments, the Methodist, Presbyterian 
and Disciple white churches have no Ne- 
gro members; one of the 28 white Baptist 
churches has one Negro member; some 
Episcopal churches have from one to 
four; several Catholic parishes have 
been interracial for years. 

Church statistics for the continental 
U.S. show that the 254 bodies reporting 
(out of 268 listed) have 97,482,611 mem- 
bers, or 60.3 per cent of the total popu- 
lation, and that their rate of growth for 
the year (2.8 per cent) was greater than 
that of the population (1.7 per cent). 


Membership Figures 


Roman Catholics numbered 32,403,- 
332; Protestants and other non-Roman 
Catholic Christians, 59,515,079 (not in- 
cluding Christian Scientists and Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, who disclose no statis- 
tics) ; Jewish congregations, 5,500,000 (a 
rough estimate based on population and 
this year raised an even half-million). It 
is estimated that 10 per cent of Protes- 
tant, and 27 per cent of Roman Catholic, 
members reported are under 13. The 
fragmentation of American Christianity 
is somewhat less extreme than the num- 
ber of religious bodies would make it 
appear. Of the 254 reporting, 171 have 
less than 50,000 members; 40 have less 
than 1,000 each. One of the 22 Metho- 
dist bodies listed has seven-eighths of the 
Methodist membership. Baptists, Luther- 
ans, Methodists, Presbyterians and Cath- 
olics comprise 80 per cent of the mem- 
bers of all Christian churches. 

Church building proceeded with ac- 
celerated speed in spite of mounting cost 
of construction. The expenditure for the 
year was expected to exceed $700 million. 
A strong preference for ‘“‘modern” designs 
is seen both in buildings erected and in 
the designs submitted and prizes awarded 
by the Church Architectural Guild and 
the Church Building Bureau of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

The Third General Assembly of the 
National Council of Churches ratified the 
location of headquarters in New York, 
in spite of strong opposition from west 
of the Hudson. Plans have been drawn 
for a $14 million building in ‘modified 
Gothic” on a site on Riverside Drive 
donated by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. It 
is expected that some denominational 


headquarters will become tenants in this 
building. 

The National Council now includes 
denominations having 63 per cent of the 
membership of Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox churches in the U.S. Besides 
coordinating many other religious activi- 
ties, it has organized ministries to 300,- 
000 migrant workers and as many persons 
in new industrial and defense areas, 
sponsored 393 radio and TV programs, 
provided non-denominational religious 
programs for 250 colleges and universi- 
ties, united 471 church-conected colleges 
and universities in a study of the place 
of religion on the campus and in the cur- 
riculum, and aided 50 overseas churches 
for Americans abroad. 


For Relief, $31 Million 


Gifts by and through American 
churches for relief of suffering in other 
countries and for the help of native 
churches continue undiminished — $31 
million by Protestant and Orthodox 
churches in the latest statistical year, and 
a proportionately large though undis- 
closed amount by Roman Catholics. 

In evangelism, the most conspicuous 
single figure continued to be Billy Gra- 
ham, who, besides his appearances in 
this country, had what was called a 
“modest success” in Paris, conducted 
many one-day meetings in central Europe, 
and led a successful campaign in Scot- 
land. 

Foreign missionary work, already ex- 
cluded from Communist lands, has been 
seriously hampered in India by nation- 
alistic feeling and policies. The vaguely 
hostile attitude of the Indian government 
was clarified by an official statement, in 
May, that foreigners will no longer be 
admitted to that country as Christians 
unless it can be shown that no qualified 
natives are available for the posts, and 
that no new stations or institutions may 
be opened without prior permission from 
the government. 

The Roman Catholic bishops in India 
unitedly protested against government 
policies which hampered the work of 
missionary priests, and the National 
Christian Council of India issued an ex- 
tended statement demanding freedom for 
the church in its missionary task. Both 
deny that there has been an “enormous 
increase” in the number of missionaries, 
as alleged as an excuse for the restric- 
tions. On the contrary, it is the settled 
policy of both American and European 
mission boards to promote the autonomy 
of the native churches and to withdraw 
“foreign” control as rapidly as possible 
even where financial assistance is con- 
tinued. 


Union Efforts 


For example, the West India mission 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, voted 
this vear to merge with the Kolhapur 
Council, with local control of funds and 
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personnel; and the Disciples of Christ 
approved the merger of their churches in 
Japan and the Philippines with the 
United Churches of those countries while 
continuing financial and other aid. In 
India, 40 of the 62 Roman Catholic 
bishops are native Indians, and the pro- 
portion of natives among the 5,000 priests 
and 16,000 nuns is doubtless even larger. 

Legal obstacles to union of the Con- 
gregational Christian Churches with the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church hav- 
ing been removed, the national bodies of 
both have agreed upon June 25, 1957 as 
the day on which the two shall become the 
“United Church of Christ.” The Amer- 
ican, Evangelical, United Evangelical and 
Free Lutheran Churches took forward, 
though still not decisive, steps toward 
union. Even more promising is the pros- 
pect of merger between the United Lu- 
theran Church and the Augustana Synod, 
the latter having expressed its unitive 
sentiment by a 99-to-1 vote. 

Unitarians and Universalists, some of 
whose agencies are already united, set 
up a joint commission to draft a plan 
of complete union and submit it to the 
congregations of the two bodies before 
their national conventions in 1957. 

The proposed merger of three major 
Presbyterian bodies, which seemed on 
the verge of consummation last year, was 
defeated by the adverse vote of more than 
one-fourth of the presbyteries of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern). 
But the other two, the USA and United 
Presbyterian Churches, had set up com- 
mittees to draft a union plan. The As- 
sembly of the Church of England resolved 
to explore the possibility of union with 
the Methodists in England. 

Roman Catholic hierarchies were set 
up during the year in Southern Rhodesia, 
West Africa and Finland. The latter 
completed the restoration of hierarchies 
in the four Scandinavian countries. The 
Vicariate of Denmark was raised to the 
status of a diocese in May, 1953. In 
July of the same year the Diocese of Oslo 
was created, covering the southern part 
of Norway. Four months later the 
Vicariate Apostolic of Sweden was made 
a diocese. 

Pope Pius XII proclaimed May Day, 
long claimed by the Communists for their 
own observances, the Feast of St. Joseph 
the Workman, thus identifying workers 
spiritually with the foster father of Christ. 

The 36th international Eucharist Con- 
gress held at Rio de Janeiro during the 
summer drew 600,000 pilgrims from 50 
countries. They commemorated in the 
Way of the Cross, which unfolds the pas- 
sion of Christ in 14 stations, the 14 
European and Asian countries where the 
Catholic Church and its members are 
oppressed by Communist regimes. 

In a decree affecting every Catholic 
church in the world, the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites ordered a return to solemn 
liturgical observances of Holy Week and 


the abandonment of popular non-litur- 
gical innovations. The decree stressed 
the sacramental power of the rites com- 
memorating Christ’s resurrection. 


Jewish Tercentenary 

Observances marking the tercentenary 
of the first Jewish settlement in the 
United States began in September, 1954, 
and continued until May, 1955. 

The Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, holding its biennial conven- 
tion in Los Angeles in February, made 
plans to expand Reform Judaism in 
America. It took this step after hearing 
its president, Maurice N. Eisendrath of 
New York, say it was “shameful” that 
only 50 per cent of the Jewish population 
of America was formally identified with 
a synagogue. 

At the biennial convention of the 
United Synagogue of America at Kia- 


mesha Lake, N. Y., in November, it was 
reported that membership in the 584 Con- 
servative Jewish congregations in this 
country and Canada increased by 150,000 
in the past two years to reach an all-time 
high of more than 1,000,000. 

The Rabbinical Council of America 
announced plans to establish a Kehillah, 
a central authoritative religious body, for 
the nation’s Orthodox Jews. The Coun- 
cil is the major Orthodox rabbinical body 
in this country. The Kehillah would 
concern itself with six basic areas—mar- 
riage and divorce, a national Beth Din 
(court of law), supervision of dietary 
laws, supervision of undertaking estab- 
lishments, control and supervisions of 
Jewish religious practices and the setting 
up of standards for Jewish education. 


(Copyrighted 1955 by RELIGIous News 
SERVICE) 


Federal Aid to Education 


By ERIC SEVAREID 


There can hardly be any more doubt 
that the Administration will ask the new 
Congress for federal aid to public schools 
and on a more direct and generous scale 
than its proposals of last year. That 
seems unavoidable, whatever the worries 
of the budget directors. The school crisis 
is fast becoming a prime political issue, 
and today the White House conference 
on Education, which some had suspected 
was rigged to soft-pedal federal aid, did 
just the opposite; it lined up better than 
two-to-one for federal help in school 
building construction and split about 
evenly on federal aid for teachers’ salaries 
and other operating expenses. 

The President had set great store on 
the guidance of this conference. Indeed, 
for a long time, he wanted no federal 
action taken until the conference was 
held. Now this national conference is 
coming out on the side of most other 
non-partisan groups that have studied the 
problem, with the conclusion that large- 
scale federal aid, and quickly, is the only 
sure way of closing the worsening gap 
between school facilities and the increased 
flood of children. 


Fear of Control 

There has been a curious state of mind 
surrounding not only this conference, but 
all of the last year’s discussion of the 
school crisis. Fear that somehow federal 
financial assistance would be bound to 
mean federal control of school policies 
and curriculum content. Therefore, the 
popular impression has grown that fed- 
eral aid would mean something new, a 





ONE EVENING during the recent White 
House Conference on Education, Mr. Sev- 
areid, CBS radio news analyst, gave this net- 
work broadcast. It appears here by permis- 
sion. 


jump-off into dangerous, uncharted seas. 
In actuality no field of federal legisla- 
tion goes back further than school legis- 
lation; in no field of federal-state rela- 
tionships is the principle of local control 
more deeply rooted, more jealously guard- 
ed than in the field of education. 

Even before the Constitution was en- 
acted, the Continental Congress set aside 
the sixteenth section of every township 
in the Northwest Territory for the sup- 
port of the schools. This still stands as 
the greatest grant in the history of edu- 
cation—anywhere. Washington even ad- 
vocated establishment of a national uni- 
versity. Since 1785 Congress has passed 
at least fifty major bills to aid education 
in one form or another. Right now, about 
two hundred separate educational activi- 
ties are financed by federal money, 
amounting to well over a billion a year, 
with the various G. I. bills taking the 
largest amounts. Abraham Lincoln’s land 
grant college act provided the financial 
basis for many state universities, and 
yet, as one authority says, most Ameri- 
cans today in these states probably are 
unaware that the universities in which 
they take such pride and which they con- 
trol themselves were started by the fed- 
eral government. 

But over the last generation, several 
things have been happening. In the first 
place, the federal government has fol- 
lowed no consistent policy or program on 
education; thus specific funds were 
denied for the elimination of illiteracy 
through the school system, yet granted 
later to the military system because of 
the appalling amount of illiteracy among 
American youth reaching draft age. 

And the relationship of school needs 
to other national needs has lost it bal- 
ance; with the result that only eight 
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cents of the total tax dollar, state, local 
and federal, goes for schooling. It was 
sixteen cents before the war; and, while 
the percentage of total taxes collected by 
the states has diminished, while the fed- 
eral share has risen, it is the state con- 
tribution to schools that has risen, in 
proportion, not the federal contribution. 
Many states have simply reached their 
limit. 

Neither those for nor those against 
more federal aid want to see federal con- 
trol of school policy or curriculum. With 
that common ground as the foundation, 
it is permissible to believe that something 
bigger and better can be built. 


Texas Church Views on 
Integration Published 


Austin, TEx. (RNs)—Official state- 
ments by Protestant church bodies in 
Texas on racial integration in the public 
schools have been published in a pam- 
phlet here by the Texas Council of 
Churches. It is titled “Texas Churches 
Speak on Integration.” 

Most of the statements favor integra- 
tion, directly or by implication. 

The pamphlet includes the Council’s 
own “Message to the Churches of Texas” 
adopted at its 1955 annual meeting and 
declarations issued over the past 18 
months by the United Church Women of 
Texas and state or national bodies of 
various Protestant denominations. 

The Council’s message calls upon 
Christians to face “with all honesty and 
integrity rather than with attempted eva- 
sion” the implications of the U.S. Su- 
preme Court’s May 17, 1954, decision 
outlawing segregation in public schools. 


Challenge of Brotherhood 

“We are challenged with the new in- 
terpretation and pattern of brotherhood,” 
it said. ‘These changes are in keeping 
with our Christian convictions and chal- 
lenge us to apply them. They are also 
consistent with our beliefs in democracy 
and equality guaranteed by our Consti- 
tution. 


“We recognize the role of the church 
to apply Christian foresight, patience and 
forbearing understanding as these new ad- 
justments are made. It is hoped that the 
churches will use their best methods and 
channels through which this understand- 
ing can be brought about. 

“Its voice should be heard, and its spirit- 
ual leadership felt since ultimate success 
will come not from legislation or legalistic 
interpretations but in the hearts of men. 
This is our task.” 


Other statements in the pamphlet in- 


=) PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
| pei 4.240.422.2422 


e * EARLY DELIVERY ° - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





JANUARY 9, 1956 


clude those of Texas Methodist, Presby- 
terian, Disciples, Evangelical and Re- 
formed, Congregational Christian, Epis- 
copal, AME and Baptist groups. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Christmas in Texas. In the unbe- 
lievable empire called Texas an artificial 
tiger in a store window is bedecked with 
a million dollars worth of jewelry, in- 
cluding a $400,000 diamond which no 
doubt some oil magnate will buy. Some- 
how this bizarre picture seems typical of 
a condition widely prevalent as our na- 
tion at Christmas time travels at high 
speed down a prosperous secular road and 
as Santa Claus receives more attention 
than does the Savior of the world. 





Happy Hogs. Experiments in Den- 
mark show that hogs “acquire an opti- 
mistic view of life” if given several shots 
a day of potent Danish potato whiskey. 
The hogs develop a strong appetite for 
the whiskey “and get very cheerful.” This 
is another point of resemblance between 
some hogs and some people. 


Unbelievable California. The 1956 
budget schedule of Los Angeles Presby- 
tery calls for the purchase of 13 pieces 
of real estate, 20 church buildings to be 
under construction and 10 new churches 
to be organized. The 1956 budget is 
$1,000,000. The population of the area 
is increasing so rapidly that plans have 
already been made to accommodate a pop- 
ulation of ten million. 


Eleanor Powell. At a great meeting 
in Long Beach the Presbyterian Men of 
Southern California gave a citation to 
Miss Eleanor Powell, erstwhile Holly- 
wood tap dancer, for her outstanding con- 
tribution to the work of the church. Not 
only does she teach a Sunday school class 
in Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church but 
she helps run a TV Christian hour for 
children. At the meeting she responded 
graciously with a talk that showed her 
spiritual strength. May God continue to 
use her. 


Washington, D. C. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U. 8S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 

JANUARY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Luke. 

Jan. 1-31, Christian Relations Season 
(U.S.). 

Jan. 8, Seminary Sunday (USA); 
man College Sunday (U.S.). 

Jan. 9-14, Assn. of American Colleges, St. 
Louis. 

Jan. 10, NCC Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation, St. Louis. 

Jan. 10-11, National Conference of Amer- 
ican Legion Chaplains, Indianapolis. 
Jan. 15-21, Church and Economic Life 

Week (NCC). 

Jan. 18-25, Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, World Council of Churches. 

Jan. 22, Evangelism Sunday, USA. 

Jan. 22-29, NCC Broadcasting and Film 
Commission Radio-TV Workshop, Wichi- 
ta, Kan. 

Jan. 22-29, National YMCA Week. 

Jan. 25-26, Conference on Church and 
State, Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State, Washington. 


Still- 


Jan. 29, Temperance Sunday (WCTU). 

Jan. 29, Westminster Fellowship Day 
(USA); Assembly’s Youth Sunday 
(U.S.). 

Jan. 29-Feb. 5, National Youth Week 
(UCYM: United Christian Youth Move- 
ment). 


FEBRUARY 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Exodus. 


Feb. 1, National Freedom Day (Presiden- 
tial Proclamation ). 

Feb. 1-2, General Board (NCC), New 
York. 

Feb. 5-Mar. 4, World Missions Season 
(U. S.). 

Feb. 6-12, Boy Scout Week; Feb. 12, Boy 


Scout Sunday. 

Feb. 8-10, American Protestant Hospital 
Assn., St. Louis. 

Feb. 12, Race Relations Sunday. 

Feb. 15, Ash Wednesday; Lent begins 
(Easter is Apr. 1). 

Feb. 17, World Day of Prayer. 


Feb. 19, Ecumenical Mission Sunday 
(USA). 
Feb. 19, Day of Prayer for Students 


around the World. 
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EDITORIAL 


They Did Something in 1955! 


In line with our annual review of 
some of the notable deeds of courage and 
Christian devotion, we hereby pay tribute 
to many individuals and groups whose 
work we have reported in the news col- 
umns during the past year. In many 
cases those listed here had to move against 
the tide in bearing their Christian wit- 
ness. (Dates refer to OUTLOOK issue 
carrying news reports. ) 

World Missions executives and Board 
members of the U. S., USA and United 
Presbyterian churches declared unani- 
mously that administrative and other 
problems facing them in a united church, 
while difficult, could be solved in “‘mu- 
tual confidence and love” (Jan. 10, 
1955). 

Donald Grey Barnhouse issued a call 
to Presbyterian reunion (Jan. 10) say- 
ing, “I once was totally opposed to the 
idea of union and expressed my opposi- 
tion in a manner for which I am now 
sorry. The great verse for today comes 
from our Lord’s prayer in the garden. 
He prayed in John 17:21 ‘that they all 
may be one in us; that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me.’’ 

Seven former Moderators of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Assembly joined (Jan. 
17) in calling for Presbyterian reunion. 

Great givers of the year: Rockefeller 
brothers with $20 million for theological 
education (Jan. 24); Ford Foundation, 
with more than $500 million for inde- 
pendent colleges, universities, hospitals 
and medical schools (Dec. 26). 

The Protestant Radio-TV center in 
Atlanta moved on to greater things, ex- 
panding its opportunity and service (Feb. 
7). 

State Councils of Churches took strong 
stands for support of the public schools 
in line with the Supreme Court decision 
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included, like Texas and North Carolina 
(Feb. 14). 

National Missions leaders of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., USA and United Boards 
resolved to coordinate all possible work in 
the future (Feb. 28). 

Missouri Presbyterians, as in other 
“border” synods, have set themselves to 
work out the best possible strategy in a 
united work (Feb. 28, Sept. 12). 

Billy Graham (Apr. 11) took an un- 
equivocal stand opposing segregation, in- 
sisting that there must be no segregation 
in his meetings. He declared: ‘Any- 
thing that causes races to feel inferior 
one to the other or the making of second- 
rate and second-class citizens is not only 
un-American, I thing it’s un-Christian.” 

Louis H. Evans told a group of Glas- 
gow ministers: ‘We are never profound 
until we are clear. We must explain the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the people step- 
by-step, in language they can under- 


stand.” (May 2) 
Kansas City’s Earl T. Sturgess of 
Southeast Presbyterian (U.S.) church 


stopped a flight from a predominantly 
white neighborhood with a series of signs 
declaring, “‘Not for Sale. Neither My 
Home nor My Moral Convictions. I Be- 
lieve in My Neighborhood and Neigh- 
bors” (May 9, 30). 

United Presbyterians voted overwhelm- 
ingly for Presbyterian union, as did the 
USA presbyteries; then proceeded to work 
toward a two-way union with each other 
(May 16, June 27). 

Untold numbers of ministers and lay- 
men worked hard and sacrificially, despite 
temporary handicaps, toward the dav of 
eventual reunion of American Presby- 
terianism. 

The North Carolina Medical Society 
voted 101-34 to admit qualified Negro 
doctors as scientific fellows (May 23). 

A. Walton Litz, Little Rock elder, de- 
clared that teen-agers can work out issues 
of race “very, very well’; Verbon E. 
Kemp, Richmond, Va., elder and execu- 
tive director of the State Chamber of 
Commerce, said that the end of segrega- 
tion, in the long run, will “react to the 
economic betterment of the South” (May 
ea}. 

The USA General Assembly in Los An- 
geles: Moved toward the long-planned 
regional synods, approved the ordination 
of women as ministers and submitted the 
issue to its presbyteries, adopted a strong 
statement on the Marian Cult, encouraged 
churches in “operation desegregation,” 
urged overlapping synods and _ presby- 
teries to follow geographical rather than 
cultural or racial lines (June 6). 

Wade H. Boggs, retiring U. S. Moder- 
ator, told the USA Los Angeles Assem- 
bly: “I deeply regret that our church 
has lost an opportunity to express before 
the world our oneness with vou in Christ 
by its adverse vote on the plan of union” 


(June 6). 








The U. S. Assembly in Richmond: Sus- 
tained by a greater vote than in 1954 its 
condemnation of racial segregation, re- 
opened the possibility of supporting the 
Japanese International Christian Uni- 
versity, provided for a committee on inter- 
church relations, called for churchwide 
support of the 250th anniversary celebra- 
tion of the founding of the first American 
Presbytery, Philadelphia, May, 1956; 
authorized studies of possible ordination 
of women; defeated efforts to restrict the 
Christian Relations Council (June 20). 

North Carolina Synod took determined 
and comprehensive steps: (1) To cor- 
relate and provide adequately for its edu- 
cational institutions (June 27, July 25); 
(2) To support the Assembly’s action 
on segregation. 

The Fellowship of Southern Church- 
men issued a brave “Letter to the Chris- 
tian Churches in the South,” encourag- 
ing a stalwart Christian witness (July 
18). 

Social Progress (of the USA church) 
had a notable year, with important issues 
dealing with current topics. 

Arkansas College set out (July 25) for 
$500,000 and reached it before the vear’s 
end. 

Many Texas Presbyterians in posi- 
tions of influence and leadership took 
firm stands in support of implementation 
of the Supreme Court decision in regard 
to the schools, as exhorted by the U. S. 
General Assembly (July 25). West Vir- 
ginia’s U. S. Synod took a clear stand 
supporting the General Assembly on the 
segregation issue (Aug. 1). Florida 
Synod also suported the action (Oct. 10). 

The Synods of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi, long involved in difficulties with 
the Palmer Orphanage in relation to the 
Columbus, Miss., church, severed all con- 
nections with it (Aug. 8). 

Texas Presbyterians launched a $5,- 
525,000 campaign for their institutions; 
they also initiated a survey of the possi- 
bility of the joint support of Austin Semi- 
nary by the USA synod (Aug. 15). 

Latin American Presbyterians, in their 
first conference, made cooperative plans, 
took a sturdy stand against ‘“‘anti-Bibli- 
cal, anti-Apostolic” Roman Catholicism, 
and called for a continuing Reformation 
(Aug. 29). 

Presbyterian youth groups planned for 
joint efforts with other American Pres- 
byterian youth leaders (Sept. 19). 

Presbyterian youth groups planned for 
joint efforts with other American Presby- 
terian youth leaders (Sept. 19). 

Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., Atlanta pastor, 
unmasked some of the unfortunate prac- 
tices of some of the so-called “faith heal- 
ers” (Sept. 19). 

Eugene Carson Blake, on Constitution 
Day, as on many other occasions during 
the year, spoke out with far-reaching in- 
fluence for fundamental liberties (Oct. 
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No. 4 in a series on the Christian doctrine of rewards 


(3) LIVING IN TRUST 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HERE are various good ways of be- 

ing related to God, all of which go 
back to love and faith. The only thing 
that matters, Paul said once, is faith 
working through love (or wrought by 
love, as the Greek may mean). Since our 
present problem is that of rewards which 
God gives us, or strangely delays to give, 
the “solution” cannot be on lines of per- 
suading God to do this or that, but of 
readjusting, if possible, our own attitudes 
in the light of our relationship to God. 

Some aspects of this relationship are 
what they are in such a way that we can- 
not change them. We are God’s crea- 
tures, we are his children. Nothing can 
change that. But what kind of creatures, 
what kind of children? As creatures we 
may harmoniously fulfill his intention 
for us, or not; as children, we may be 
open to him in love, or closed against 
him by sin. We must be related to Ged 
in some ways, as by creation; we may be 
related to God in further ways, as by 
dedication. About some of our relation- 
ships to God we have no choice. About 
others we must choose. 

One of those which we must choose or 
reject is the life of trust, implied by both 
love and faith. Trust in God may work 
out in various ways. We must trust in 
his character, in his promises, in his 
power and in his love. But when we are 
thinking about rewards we have to trust 
especially in God’s justice. Philosophers, 
beginning with Socrates, have had a hard 
time defining precisely what justice is. 
But every ordinary person has a rough 
idea of justice. It is “what is coming” 
to a person. If a prisoner, obviously 
guilty, goes free on a technicality, we call 


it a miscarriage of justice. If a man who 
is qualified for a position is passed over 
for one of the boss’s special friends, we 
fell that injustice has been done. The 
plain man has a pretty strong sense of 
justice. We want people to be fair, and 
we want God to be fair no less. 


UT we do not need to persuade God 

to be fair. He is fair. His justice 
is without flaw. We can trust him to be 
just, for his justice stems from his perfect 
wisdom and his almighty power. An 
unfair God is a contradiction in terms. 
Indeed his is the only true justice, for 
only he can take everything into consider- 
ation, only he waits till all the evidence 
is in. We can sometimes see what is 
fair but not be able to do one thing about 
it. If God sees what is fair, on the 
other hand, he can do more about it than 
anyone else. 

So far as we can see, an act of God 
may appear to be unfair. In fact, the 
apparent unfairness of God may be one 
of the main reasons why more people do 
not believe in him. But we cannot see 
much, or far. Probably, only if we could 
know as much as God knows, could we 
fully comprehend how just God is. Trust 
is confidence that God will do, not too 
late, what is right and fair. Trust is not 
a demonstration that God always acts 
fairly. It does not ask for such a demon- 
stration. Trust approves the dealings of 
God without first demanding to under- 
stand them. 

Trust in God’s justice must be set in 
the horizon of eternity. If this life were 
all there is, for us, we still might believe 
in the justice of God; but it would be 





Dr. David R. Minter and A. E. Cox, 
near Tchula, Miss., stood bravely in the 
face of harsh pressures to force them to 
leave Holmes County and their humani- 
tarian work at Providence Farm (Oct. 
17 and following). 

Marsh M. Callaway, Durant, Miss., 
minister, stood up in a mass meeting in 
Tchula and called for observance of basic 
human rights on behalf of Minter and 
Cox (Oct. 17 and following). 

Many another minister whose experi- 
ence was not publicized during the year 
refused to yield to local pressures to con- 
form to popular attitudes, sometimes be- 
ing forced to leave the community. 

Sheldon M. Hutchison resigned as 
pastor of a Charlotte, N. C., church be- 
cause, he said, “Ten years is long enough 
in one pastorate” (Nov. 14). 

Cardinal Stritch banned the use of 
“unliturgical” songs at weddings in the 
churches of the Roman Catholic Arch- 
diocese of Chicago (No. 21). 


JANUARY 9, 1956 


Frederick H. Olert, Richmond, Va., 
pastor, withstood the blasts that followed 
his Mobile, Ala., delineation of some of 
the practices and emphases of Roman 
Catholic leaders that trouble many Prot- 
estants (Dec. 5). 

Hazel Brannon Smith, Durant, Miss., 
editor, stood bravely for the fundamental 
principles involved in the Marsh M. 
Callaway case (see above; also Dec. 5). 

Georgia Tech students protested their 
Governor’s racist attitude in seeking to 
stop the Sugar Bowl game with Pitts- 
burgh (Dec. 19). 

. . . and many another brave and 
humble Christian whose noble witness has 
not been recorded in any paper but whose 
name is written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. 





Other individuals and groups should 
have been listed here. Will you help 
recognize their sacrificial service by send- 
ing in a list? 


much harder to do so. Some conditions 
in this life are never right; but if we 
can believe that this life is not all, then 
we can believe that God will finally make 
all things right—not, perhaps, precisely 
as we want it. Even in the eternities 
we may still, with our finite minds and 
hearts, have to live by trust rather than 
by demonstration; but we shall come 
nearer understanding than we now do, for 
we then shall see the end of many a story 
of which we now see only a fragment, 
and then too our own trust will not be 
dimmed by doubt. 


WO PARABLES of Jesus speak to 

us here. One is the parable of the 
Talents. The one-talent man could not 
do much. His master knew that, and 
did not burden him with responsibilities 
he could not carry. But the man mis- 
judged both his master and himself. 
Having no confidence in either, he did 
not try because he did not trust. 

The other parable (Matthew 20:1-16) 
has been given all sorts of interpretations, 
and is admittedly difficult. But if A. B. 
Bruce is right (The Parabolic Teaching 
of Christ, 178f), this parable, called 
usually ‘“The Vineyard” but called by 
Bruce “The Hours,” has to do with work 
and wages, i.e., rewards, in the Kingdom 
of God. Following Bruce’s interpreta- 
tion, the point of this parable is the dif- 
ference between all the various workers, 
especially between all the other groups 
and the last one. The earlier-starting 
workmen were bargainers, agreeing to 
work so long for so much. The later- 
starting men likewise worked under con- 
tract, so many hours for so much pay. 
Only the last to be hired made no con- 
tract. They were willing to take what- 
ever the employer thought right. 

The importance here of motive, Bruce 
argues, is the point of the parable. “A 
small amount of work done in a right 
spirit is of greater value than a great 
quantity done in a wrong spirit. . . . Not 
the quantity of work done alone, nor even 
quantity combined with zeal, but above 
all things quality, pure motive, right 
affection, determines moral value.’”’ The 
pure motive specially rewarded in these 
men is trust. The untrustful spirit wants 
everything guaranteed beforehand, and 
finds his cup scanty at the end. The 
trusting spirit asks no guarantees, makes 
no bargain, but will find the cup running 
over. The untrustful mind centers on 
its own achievements, placing a price 
tag on each one, doubtful whether God 
will appreciate good workmanship. The 
trustful mind is centered on God. The 
untrustful man wants to make sure of his 
reward. The trustful soul is sure of 
God, and that is enough. 


E HAVE to live in trust, by the 
day—sometimes even hour by 
hour. ‘Trust can rarely come in as a 
death’s-door postscript to a life barren of 
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it. Trust comes best not as a spasmodic |p Harmony, 67; Off-Key, 3 7 
effort but as a spiritual habit. otl 
The relation of trustful living to re- S C M U ¢ f = ma 
wards and our attitude toward them ° ar. en rge on ormity tro 
should be obvious. It is God who finally = 
rewards us; and the God whom we have The resolution proposed for adoption lution asks that congregations be allowed o. 
trusted all our lives can surely be trusted by the men of Harmony (S. C.) Presby- to vote on racial segregation and Presby- ant 
all the way to heaven. If we trust him  tery’s men (OvTLOOK, Dec. 12) has been _ terian affiliation in the National Council y 
we shall not be tempted to mistrust his adopted by a vote of 67-3 at a called of Churches. It also proposes that the the 
> I Pl “4 meages ; 4 —- a thi 
judgment at the last. meeting at Camp Harmony. This reso-  church’s leadership be required to con- on! 
form ‘in belief and action” to the result vio 
of the vote. err 
Among the three in opposition was J. d 
A challenge . . . a hand to guide... a M. Dabbs, Mayesville, S. C., layman who po 
is a frequent contributor to THE Ovut- Chi 
qe f h LOOK. In opposing the step, Mr. Dabbs tio 
Christian home away from home... . declared the resolution to be out of accord 4 
with Presbyterian polity. Instead of be- sy 
. ing, as claimed, a measure to preserve the seg 
Presbyterian College church, he called it a step toward the Wo 
destruction of the church. This charge in 
Marshall W. Brown, President Clinton, South Carolina was tacitly admitted by one of the pro- ro 
ponents who said it was about the only : 
way to convince the “higher-ups” and voi 
make them change their minds. Thi 
Only two ministers attended the meet- 6 
: : : : nol 
1776 Ham den-S dne Colle ¢: 1956 ing. One voted against the measure; my 
the other refrained from voting. ac 
Since the Harmony vote, a letter has (Sc 
a P heen se , ini z ¢ s 
Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere been sent to all ministers and clerks of ore 
: : men Sessions in the presbytery by Ace L. ing 
of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. Tubbs, Georgetown minister, who asks _ 
that his appeal be considered in each Ses- Cot 
, aad sion where the Harmony men’s resolu- our 
JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President Hampden-Sydney, Virginia tion is offered. He bases his opposition sta 
on the following propositions: oi 
1. One of the sections in the resolution Gec 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE calls for those holding responsible posi- — 
tions in the General Assembly, or those 
° ° ° ° considered for a responsible position to 
Ea rly Application is Essential conform in belief and action to the majori- 
— ty opinion as determined by a ballot of the 
Freshman Class Limited to 250 membership of all the churches in the 
, : ; : Assembly. This means that the heads and 
Selection, beginning February first, made from eptendn of ene Weande ant Aueaiay 
approximately 600 applications 
4 
Apply Now—Davidson College, Admissions Office, Davidson, N. C. MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
r Announcing four (4-yr) competitive scholar- 
Your gift, large or small, may ships of $3000 ($750, renewable annually). 
Open the doorway to Applications due February 20, 1956. College 
y Entrance Examination Board tests required 
LIVING e LEARNING e LEADING of all applicants. Full details will be sent 
For a deserving student who needs your help. — ; 
: Fully accredited four-year Liberal Arts Col- 
Write to lege for Women. A.B. degree. Broad cur- 
S T l L L M A N Cc oO L L is G iz riculum, small classes. 14 majors including 
music, art, Bible, dramatic arts. Courses in 
A General Fund Agency of The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. nursery school education. 112th year. Write 
P. O. DRAWER 483 TUSCALOOSA, ALA. for catalog. 
Mary Baldwin College, Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, JUNIOR COLLEGE Cc 
and social development of young women. A.B. and B.S. degrees. For information St 
write THE REGISTRAR. ee peoraiewne. Member ——- . 
— ern Association Colleges and Secondary w 
EDWIN R. WALKER. President Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. ca 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- re 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- in 
K | N G = oO 4 L E G ia fessor each ten students. Personal at- ne 
Presbyterian © Coeducational © Founded 1867 ee ea ee ee ee oe = 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully Preparatory department with 11th, and in 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sec- 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Renumerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. Ath- ond Semester begins January 30. 1956. 
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agenices, the presidents and professors 
of our institutions, the ministers and our 
other leaders must think and vote as the 
majority indicates. This is thought-con- 
trol and violates our fundamental free- 
dom of thought, speech, right to express 
our convictions, and voting as guaranteed 


wed by the Constitution of the United States 
sby- and our Bill of Rights. 
ncil 2. Another section calls for those in 
the these responsible positions who do not 
: think as the majority thinks to be re- 
-on- quired to relinquish their positions. This 
sult violates the Presbyterian system of gov- 
ernment. 
S J. 3. a “ ——s or penne 4 
: our church, this resolution, if adopted, H 
who would ultimately destroy the Presbyterian ave you 
UT- Church and lead us into the congrega- 
ibbs tional form of government. 
cord 4. What if the majority opinion on the ™ b d 
ae level in the General Assem- 7 CWC ere 
aly agreed with the Assembly position on 
> the segregation and the National Council? 
the Would not quite a number of the leaders i. 
Q in our Presbytery have to change their FE 
— minds in order to conform in belief and Orezgu 
P action with the majority, or else resign? 
only 5. This resolution intimates that the 
and voice of the people is the voice of God. a ° 
This is not always true. Masszons 
neet- 6. There can be no Scriptural support, 
see: nor argument given from the standards 


of our church to defend the resolution in 
a court of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
- has (South). 

‘s of Such an overture as will be sent to 
presbytery by the Manning Church call- 


mn your 

































e L. ing upon the Assembly to recind its ac- * 

asks tions on segregation and the National W/ 7/]? 

Ses- Council is certainly in order. There in ’ 

solu- our highest court the Scripture and our 

tion standards can be appealed to for proof 

texts, support, and basis of reason to " — ‘ . ‘ ‘ 
recind. here’s spiritual satisfaction in knowing that your 
i Georgetown, S. C. s/ AcE L. TuBBs. : : : 

— a /8/ will—your last earthly business transaction—con- 
ye tains a gift to the Lord’s work. 

ajori- ‘ i a. . . ‘ 

of the There’s joy in knowing that your gift will live far 
n the ‘ ° " 
s and | down into the future, carrying the Gospel to those in 
2mbly ounih 

GE | 

‘ - Many members of our Church have remembered 
holar- es 5 a : , . 

all | “Stationary? racks Foreign Missions in their wills. Our Board of World 
> in single or double 

. f i -lock — ° 

ae rigidly together to fit Missions has not only provided a channel for the 
: any space or provide 

e sent copacity required. careful and efficient use of such gifts, but has fre- 
s Col- quently been able to assist donors in arranging their 
id cur- , 

luding | legacy exactly as they wish. 

rses in 

wae If we can be of service to you in this way, please let 
on, Va us know. We have a little folder on wills that we 

will be glad to mail anyone on request. 
| 
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outh- is 4 ft. 2 in. long; holds 40 coats and hats; goes \ CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
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erees. wivtitnn. °° ‘“ 
» see Write for Bulletin C POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
Sec- or . ’ . ” 
956. VOGEL-PETERSON CO. Jo Forergu Missions a Share 
rolina 1121 W. 37th Street + Chicago 9, Illinois RCE 
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When a low cost policy, already popular, is reduced, the news should be 
shouted from the housetops. Incredible as it seems, the Presbyterian Min- 
isters’ Fund has lowered the cost of its lowest priced policy. Any male 
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Rittenhouse Square 
Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
ALEXANDER Mackie, President 
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Pro-Segregationists Urged 
To Remain in Churches 


Church members in Virginia who are 
pro-segregation in their attitudes have 
been urged to maintain a sort of token 
membership in their churches chiefly to 
“find out what they are thinking and 
doing.” 

This admonition came from John J. 
Howard, Episcopal minister of Black- 
stone, who is chaplain of the Defenders 
of State Sovereignty and Individual Lib- 
erty. 

In an editorial in the Defenders’ pub- 
lication, Mr. Howard charged: 


“The church, as evidenced by many 
members of the clergy, is not bearing a 
true witness to the world. The truths of 
the Bible, even the power of the Christian 
gospel, is being dissipated by the distor- 
tions of those who call themselves the 
social actioners.” 


Defenders, he said, must know their 
opponents. He asked: 


“Can we wage a successful war against 
them without staying close enough to hear 
what is said? ... We have refrained pre- 
viously from bringing you personal activi- 
ties and reactions.’ We do so now only to 
urge you to stay in those organizations 
where the social gospel is upheld. Sub- 
mit your token dues and duties, stay in 
those organizations, find out what they 
are thinking and doing... .” 


Meanwhile numbers of town and city 
ministerial groups were taking their stand 
in opposition to the proposed constitu- 
tional convention which would make pos- 
sible tuition payments for attendance at 
non-sectarian private schools. While 
many ministers’ groups had recorded no 
no action, all those reporting in the state 
opposed the position of the Defenders 
and their allies. 

Potomac Presbytery took a strong ac- 
tion opposing the tuition plan. Town 
and city ministerial groups taking a like 
stand included those in Fredericksburg, 
Hopewell, Winchester, Front Royal and 
the Peninsula Association. The Baptist 
ministers of Richmond took similar ac- 
tion. 

Jewish and Roman Catholic organiza- 
tions also joined in opposition to the 


proposal. 
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Requirements for Discipleship 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 22, 1956 
Luke 14. Printed Text 14:7-11,16-24 


In the 14th chapter of Luke we have 
a sample of Jesus’ table talk, a conver- 
sation at the dinner, in which Jesus of- 
fered some pertinent suggestions for 
guests and hosts, and for all those to 
whom the invitation of the Kingdom is 
extended. 


|. Regarding the Sabbath, 14:1-6 

The dinner was given by an influential 
Pharisee, oddly, it may seem at first 
glance, on the Sabbath day. This fact, 
however, involved no breach of the strict 
laws governing the observance of the Sab- 
bath. Food on such occasions was pre- 
pared the day before. 

The other guests were apparently also 
Pharisees, and inclined to be critical of 
Jesus. Opposition to Jesus had arisen 
early in his ministry because he disre- 
garded traditional notions about Sabbath 
observance whenever they appeared mean- 
ingless, and especially when they con- 
flicted with essential human interests. 
“The Sabbath is made for man,” he had 
said, and not man for the Sabbath.” 
By this time his attitude was well known, 
but conservative religious folk were still 
on the lookout for new points with which 
to indict him. 

On this particular Sabbath Jesus was 
being very closely watched, in the hope, 
no doubt, that he would say or do some- 
thing that would be incriminating. Ern- 
est Fremont Tittle says: 

“The experience of being thus ‘watched,’ 
is not unknown to anyone who feels bound 
to challenge in the name of Christ, pre- 
vailing ideas and customs. In such a po- 
sition a man is of course bound to ‘hold 
fast (his) confession.’ And he may well 
cultivate the art of asking embarrassing 
questions, to which those watching him 
cannot reply without self-incrimination.” 

This was the procedure followed by 
Jesus. While they were waiting for the 
meal to be served, a dropsical man, fol- 
lowing Oriental custom, entered the door 
to solicit alms or food. Perhaps the con- 
versation had been concerned with the 
proper observance of the Sabbath, for 
Jesus, answering either their spoken 
criticism or their illy concealed hostility, 
spoke unto the lawyers and the Pharisees, 
saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sab- 
bath or not?” The Talmud says that the 
legality of such an act was disputed. Not 
wishing to say that healing on the Sab- 
bath was allowable, and not daring to say 
that it was not, the lawyers took refuge 
in silence. Jesus proceeded to heal the 
man. Then he said, “Which of you, hav- 
ing an ass or an ox that has fallen into 
a well, will not immediately pull him out 
on a Sabbath day?” He suggested, in 
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other words, that if their own interests 
had been involved they would not have 
hesitated. And they could not deny it. 

Many of our moral difficulties could be 
solved, and much of our moral blindness 
removed, if we could thus reduce the prob- 
lem to simple personal terms. This is 
what Jesus had in mind when he said, 
“Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you,’ and when he said again, 
“You shall love vour neighbor as your- 


self.” 
Il. Regarding Guests, 14:7-11 


As the dinner was served the guests 
pressed forward eagerly to obtain the 
more coveted positions. Jesus said noth- 
ing at the time, but after the meal had 
begun he told them a story about a mar- 
riage feast. The point of the story is 
best understood by a reference to the 
habits of Jews at elaborate feasts, to 
which an entire village might be invited. 

“The guests were assigned seats in ac- 
cordance with their social prominence the 
most honored being within the house on 
the raised platform, and the others being 
given places in the house and the court, 
the beggars and dogs disputing over the 
fragments in the street. Unless specially 
conducted by his host, each guest would 
take his place according to his own esti- 
mate of his importance in the social scale.” 

Under such circumstances Jesus said 
the wise man would not push himself for- 
ward, he would not risk unnecessary hu- 
miliation, he would take a humble seat, 
and wait for the host to give him a higher 
seat if he really deserved it. 

We do not scramble in the same un- 
seemly way for the choice seats at a 
banquet, but there are plenty of folk who 
are very sensitive to seating arrangements, 
who pull their rank at every opportunity. 
Many of us become very unhappy if we 
feel that we have not been given proper 
recognition; few of us are free from petty 
conceits. Jesus would have us think less 
of self-promotion and social-climbing and 
more of life’s true and abiding values. 
And well we might. For the scramble for 
recognition leads to pride, greed, envy, 
bitterness and frustration. 

Jesus was not attempting however to 
give men mere counsels of worldly wis- 
dom or on good manners, a la Emily Post. 
He says that in the eyes of God pretense 
or self-assertiveness gets us nowhere. It 
may win us the higher seats that we de- 
sire in the business world or in the social 
world (does it?) but it will not help us 
in the day of judgment, “for everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and 
he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Ernest Fremont Tittle points out: 


“The idea of humility which has pre- 
vailed in the West, especially among the 
Anglo-Saxon peoples is reflected in Roget’s 
International Thesaurus of English Words 
and Phrases, where we learn that ‘humili- 
ty’ has among other meanings, that of 
‘humiliation,’ ‘mortification,’ ‘sense of dis- 
grace’; that to ‘be humble’ is among other 
things, to ‘demean oneself,’ ‘eat humble 
pie,’ ‘eat crow,’ ‘eat dirt,’ ‘drink the cup 
of humiliation to the dregs.’” 

This, as Tittle indicates, is a travesty 
of the Biblical idea. To be humble in the 
Scriptural sense is to bow to God’s will, 
to accept his judgment of life and its 
values, and therefore to be free of all 
false pride in one’s rank, one’s posses- 
sions, one’s accomplishments. One who 
thus humbles himself before God will be 
freed from the tyranny of human judg- 
ments and of human vanity; he may hold 
no exalted position in the estimation of 
the world; but he will receive an exalted 
position in the Kingdom of God. 


lll. Regarding Hosts, 14:12-14 

Having dealt with the duties of guests, 
Jesus turned to the duty of hosts. He 
assumed that the object of the host is to 
give and not to get. When you give a 
dinner or supper, he advised, do not ask 
your friends, or members of your imme- 
diate family, or other of your kinsfolk, 
or your rich and influential neighbors. 
They will certainly return the invitation, 
and you will get your reward from them 
—not from God. No, he said, when you 
give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
maimed, the lame and the blind—in other 
words, those who are unable to return your 
hospitality. Then you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the just. 

Jesus was not condemning family meals 
or dinner parties composed of one’s 
friends. He meant rather that we are 
not to confine our hospitality or our gen- 
erosity exclusively to those whom we ex- 
pect to give as much, if not more, back 
in return. “Hospitality as a quid pro 
quo has no religious merit. It is paid 
for in this age.” 

Neither did he mean to suggest that we 
must fill our dinner table with paupers. 
It may be that we can give relief in better 
ways. He does teach that the hospitality 
which has value with God is not hospital- 
ity offered as a means of selfish advance- 
ment, but hospitality extended to those 
upon whose repayment one cannot count. 
Only service rendered without thought 
of earthly reward receives reward in 
heaven. 

IV. A Slighted Invitation, 14:15-24 

As Jesus spoke of the resurrection of 
the just, one of the guests was led to 
exclaim, “How lucky will he be who eats 
bread in the Kingdom of God.” It sound- 
ed pious, but tended to turn the conver- 
sation from the listeners’ personal respon- 
sibility in the face of human need to a 
vague generality which demands noth- 
ing. As E. Stanley Jones says: This 
Pharisee 
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“. . , talked about eating bread when 
Jesus was talking about giving it. He 
talked about the future when Jesus was 
talking about the present. It is this dis- 
position to glance off at a tangent toward 
‘spirituality’ or toward another world, 
when faced with a challenge to change 
human conditions which has plagued re- 
ligion through the years.” 

Jesus replied with the parable of the 
Great Supper and the unappreciated in- 
vitation, the point of which must have 
been plain to all of those who sat at 
the table with him. It was as if he had 
said: 

“Don’t be too sure of what your lot 
will be in the Kingdom of God. You are 
like people accepting a supper invitation 
and yet refusing to come. It is quite pos- 
sible that you will never eat bread in the 
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Kingdom of God, but that the table will 
be crowded instead by those whom you 
regard as unworthy.” 

To understand the story we need to 
remember that it was customary among 
the Semitic people to send out two invi- 
tations to a great feast, one several days 
before the event, and one on the morning 
of the appointed day. To omit the second 
invitation would be equivalent to cancel- 
ing the invitation. To disregard the 
second invitation after accepting the first 
one would be discourteous, to say the 
least. In this case, the original invitation 
had been accepted and the expectation 
would be that the final summons would 
meet with a unanimous and joyous re- 
sponse. The excuses pleaded by the guests 
under these circumstances would not have 
been regarded as sufficient. They were 
merely pretexts. The first man could 
have visited his field at some other time; 
the oxen of the second would not have 
run away. The law excused a new- 
ly-married man from war (Dt. 25:5), 
but not from social courtesy. Barnett 
says: 

“The excuses differ in detail, but they 
have a sort of common denominator in 
that they describe pre-occupation with in- 
terests that are regarded as more worth- 
while. These interests, under appropriate, 
circumstances were legitimate, which 
gives them an apparent plausibility. How- 
ever they are not of an urgent nature and 
their citation has the effect of minimizing 


the importance of the invitation that is 
declined.” 


A. B. Bruce adds: 


“They cherished no disrespect to him 
from whom the invitation came and had 
no desire to insult him by sending a blunt 
refusal to accept his hospitality. On the 
contrary, they were pleased to have that 
hospitality in their offer, and probably at 
the moment of receiving the invitation 
their intention was to be present at the 
feast. But it did not appear to their 
minds an affair of urgent or supreme 
importance. 


And when the time came they had other 
interests which seemed more urgent. It 
is quite likely, as Buttrick suggests, that 
the three men repeated their excuses to 
themselves until they deemed them valid 
reasons. 

The three men represent types of mod- 
ern men who allow other things to hold 
them back from the kingdom of God. The 
man with the field is an example of those 
who allow possessions to crowd out their 
interest in spiritual things. Many of 
them, like the man in the parable, express 
regret that this is the case. “They do not 
see that nothing compels them but their 
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own likings and will.” 

The man with the oxen is an example 
of the man who allows work to alienate 
him from religious concerns. Marcus 
Dods writes: 


“Of how many men in their prime does 
this man stand as the representative, men 
so engrossed in the business or pursuits 
of the world that they positively do not 
know that God has any claims upon their 
time—so busy in pushing forward mer- 
cantile or scientific or literary or political 
or military affairs that it never once oc- 
curs to them that there are other objects 
for the sake of which these affairs should 
be for a time suspended.” 


The third man is a type of those who 
allow natural affection (or perhaps their 
own personal pleasure) to become a bar- 
rier between themselves and God. Pos- 
sessions, daily work, and natural affec- 
tion for their loved ones—these were some 
of the excuses which men offered then— 
and now. But the time comes, sooner it 
may be than they expected, when they find 
themselves forever excluded,  self-ex- 
cluded, from the heavenly banquet, which 
they had deemed less important than their 
daily business, their sports, their clothes, 
their cars or their bonds. 

The host in Jesus’ parable was de- 
termined that his carefully laid plans 
should not be frustrated. He did not 
meet discourtesy with supine resignation, 
but with prompt, decisive, remedial ac- 
tion. He sent his servant out into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and in the 
highways and hedges to “constrain” them 
to come in. To constrain by persuasion, 
of course. There is no suggestion of 
physical compulsion. 

The application to Jesus’ contem- 
poraries was clear. The Jews, who for 
one reason or another, declined to enter 
the kingdom at Jesus’ pressing invitation, 
would find themselves excluded from its 
benefits. On the other hand, publicans 
and sinners whom they despised, and 
Gentiles whom they scorned, would re- 
spond. ‘The poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt and the blind,” says Buttrick, 
“stands for the unpromising ‘godless’ 
crowd to whom God must turn when the 
chosen people fail him.” As it was in 
the first century So it may be in the 20th. 
If those who are now called do not re- 
spond because of interests which seem 
more important, the invitation will be 
offered to others who are prepared to fol- 
low the bidding of their Lord. 

In the last analysis it is an individual 
choice which each of us must make. As 
Buttrick says: 

“Every man is writing his answer to 
the divine call. It is either, “Please pre- 
sent my regrets,’ which is but another way 
of saying, ‘My own business and home are 
much more important’; or it is, “Weary 
with my sins, pleading no merit except 
thy welcome, I come.’” (Interpreter’s 
Bible). 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE OPPRESSION OF PROTESTANTS IN 
SPAIN. By Jacques Delpech, with foreword 
by John A. Mackay. The Beacon Press, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 114 pp., $2.00. 

Some Roman Catholics deny that there 
is any oppression of Protestants in Spain. 
This carefully drawn and _ well-docu- 
mented work by Jacques Delpech gives 
facts and quotations from official Spanish 
sources which cannot be contradicted. 
There is no overt persecution as such by 
the Spanish government. And Protes- 
tants are not ordinarily disturbed in their 
places of worship. However their reli- 
gious activities are confined to those 
places of worship. No external sign may 
mark a Protestant sanctuary. No pub- 
licity may be given to the services. No 
literature may be published by the con- 
gregation. Protestants may not propagate 
their faith or have schools for their chil- 
dren. Only in rare instances may Protes- 
tants be legally married, unless it can 
be proved that neither was baptized as a 
Roman Catholic in childhood. Protes- 
tant children are discriminated against 
in the public schools. A Protestant can- 
not become a lawyer, or an officer in the 
Spanish army. The authoriziation of the 
provincial governor must be obtained for 
opening or reopening a place of worship, 
and this authorization in numerous cases 
is difficult or impossible to attain. Prayer 
meetings in private homes are frequently 
suppressed. “In a word,” says President 
Mackay, “the attempt is being made to 
eliminate Spanish Protestants and blot 
out the Protestant movement in Spain.” 

As the author indicates, not all Roman 
Catholics on the Continent or in America 
approve of the intolerance of the Spanish 
regime, but unfortunately the last word 
is with the Vatican, and the present pope 
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apparently agrees with his predecessors 
that this is the normal status of Protes- 
tantism in a land which is predominantly 
Roman Catholic. 
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CHANGES 

Julian E. Houston from Louisville, Ky., 
to 9809 Fireside Dr., Rt. 5, Valley Station, 
Ky. 

Donald A. Spencer from 
Tenn., to 401 Duffield 
35, Pa. 

Francis M. Perrin from University 
City, Mo., to 429 Main St., Senatobia, Miss. 

Fred E. Manning, Jr., from Belle, W. 
Va., to 309 20th St., S. E., Charleston, 
W. Va. 

C. C. Shafe from Athens, Ga., to Metter, 
Ga. 

James F. Hardie from San Saba, Texas 
to 1301 W. 13th St., Apt. A, Austin 3, 
Texas. 

Raymond F. Kepler from Mt. Ulla, N. C., 
to Rt. 1, Staunton, Va., Hebron church. 

Howard H. Gordon, Bluefield, W. Va., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Waynesboro, Va. 

Frank W. Price from Lexington, Va., 
to 49 Claremont Ave., New York 27, N. Y. 
Office: Missionary Research Library. 3041 
Broadway. NYC 27. 

Milton C. Bierschwale from Old Ocean, 
Texas, to West Columbia, Texas. 

Robert M. Hart from Wattsville, S. C., 
to 4 Lucas Ave., Laurens, S. C. 

Geo. H. Kirker, Jr. from Liberty, Miss., 
to Raymond, Miss. 

G. Dewey Kimbel from Bossier City, 
La., to 1831 E. Oak St., New Albany, Ind. 

Raymer L. Miley, formerly of the Home 
Heights church, St. Louis, now serves 
the new church development at Chambers 
Road and Highway 67 in Bellefontaine 
Neighbors, St. Louis, Mo. 

Charles T. Guest, Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
began his new work as director of town 
and country work for the USA Synod of 
Missouri, succeeding Richard O. Comfort 
(now with the National Council of 
Churches), on Jan. 1. 

Jos. E. Porter, graduate of Union Semi- 
nary in Virginia, has been nomed head 
of the Massachusetts Council of Churches 
new department of radio and television. 
Since 1953 he has been director of the 
Religious Radio-TV Commission of Pio- 
neer Valley in Springfield, Miss. 

David F. Blue, Jr., Concord, N. 
accepted a call to the West Avenue 
church, Gastonia, N. C., effective Jan. 20. 

W. B. Guerrant from Orlando, Fla., to 
Umatilla, Fla. 

Foster D. Smith from Villa Rica, Ga.. 
to the Northside church, 1518 W. Davidson 
Ave., Gastonia, N. C. 

T. B. McPheeters from Donalsonville, 
Ga., to Box 147, Dawson, Ga. 
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W. Scott Reeve, formerly of Shippens- 
burg, Pa., has begun his ministry in 
Burnsville, N. C. 

Kenneth L. Christy from Childersburg, 
Ala., to Versailles, Ky. 

Wilds S. DuBose, Jr., chaplain, has for 
his address, 1807th AAGA Wing, Mats, 
APO 132, N. Y. 

Donald R. Esty from Clanton, Ala., to 
the Ensley First church, Box 395, Ensley 
Sta., Birmingham 8, Ala. 

Raymond W. Rien from Livingston, 
Ala,. to the Oakland Heights church, 417 
55th Ave., Meridian, Miss. 

Wm. M. Gould, Jr., from Comanche, 
Texas, to 1018 Portland, Abilene, Texas, 
where he is leading a new work. 

Claude G. Pepper, Jr., from Pinetops, 
N. C., to Matthews, N. C. 

Henry A. Grubbs from Shreveport, La, 
to 125 Calif. Ave., N. W., Camden, Ark. 

Douglas L. Paulson from Goochland, 
Va., to Cleaton, Ky. 

J. Trent Howell, Jr., from Spartanburg, 
S. C., to the Shiloh church, Grover, N. C. 

G!lenn Otto Lantz from Bound Brook, 
N. J., to Dunnellon, Fla. 

DEATHS 

Ernest F. Hall, 87, Presbyterian USA 
missionary to Korea for some years and 
later a secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, died Dec. 16 in Stanton, Del., 
where he was stated supply of the Christ- 
iana church. 

Mrs. Paul Frederick Jansen, missionary 


to the Culion Leper Colony in the Philip- 
pine Islands for more than 20 years, died 
in Pasadena, Calif., Dec. 18. 

Ismael Andrade, pastor of the Central 
City, Ky., church, died in a Columbus, 
Ohio, hospital Dec. 28. He became ill 
while attending the Student Volunteer 
conference in Athens, Ohio. He was a 
native of Brazil but a graduate of King 
College and Columbia Seminary. After 
teaching at the Recife seminary for sev- 
eral years Mr. Andrade returned to this 
country for graduate work at Louisville 
Seminary. While taking this work he 
served the Central City church. His wife 
and two children survive. 
BRADSHAWS RELEASED 

MANILA (RNS)—Dr. and Mrs. Homer 
V. Bradshaw, veteran American Presby- 
terian missionaries in China, arrived 
here in a U.S. Air Force plane from Hong 
Kong for medical treatment after nearly 
five years in Chinese Communist prisons. 

They will receive a complete checkup 
before going on to their home in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Dr. Bradshaw and his wife, both 57, 
are in extremely poor physical condition 
as a result of their prison ordeal and had 
to be helped off the plane here. Both are 
suffering from malnutrition and are 
dangerously underweight. Mrs. Brad- 
shaw is down to a mere 75 pounds and 
was still in a mental blackout as a result 
of her prison experiences. 
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